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mind worked over; sometimes for years, until it came forth
in some form to contribute to the safety, happiness, and
support of his fellow men.

Westinghouse's earlier inventions were important in
setting the current of his career and developing his char-
acteristic tendencies, and he came to be one of the most
prolific of inventors. In forty-eight years he took out some
400 patents in many arts; that is to say a patent every
month and a half of his working life. He developed the
use of natural gas and took out thirty-eight patents in that
art. He did important work in power signalling and inter-
locking. He made many inventions in steam engineering.
When we look over his life we discover that his labors
for the advancement of the electric science and art may
have done quite as much for the progress of civih'zation
as the development of the air brake, but he is best known
to mankind by the brake. It is by this that the people
know him, and this is always first mentioned in his recog-
nitions and honors from governments and learned societies.
As we proceed, some effort will be made to point out the
absolute and relative place in history of his various doings,
but at the moment we are concerned only with the story
of the brake.

We have said elsewhere that each of the inventions of
Westinghouse was made to meet some need that he saw.
The occurrence that led to the invention of the air brake
was the mischief that followed a head-on collision which
might have been avoided had means for the prompt and
powerful application of brakes been available. This inci-
dent happened on the railway between Schenectady and
Troy in 1866.-

The first form of power brake that occurred to Westing-
house was a buffer brake, the brakes on each individual